Collectible and Classic Cars

Viva the Classic!

The love of antique, classic and vintage cars began in the United States
around the 1940s and was followed by worldwide enthusiasm. In Israel
today there are several hundred active collectors of classic vehicles, one
large well-established club, plus several sectorial clubs, and all contribute
beauty and style to the scenery as they drive their antiques on the
country's roads. This is about a unique hobby, the people behind it and
the cars that turn people's heads. By Iris Lackner
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Wa're all familiar with collectors of stamps, works of an, dells and
knickknacks. But collectors of cars - particularly classic, special
and impressive cars — are less of a cammaon sight, Unlike stamp
callecting, far example, which is a one-dimensional experience
thatdoes not take up tao much space at heme, car collecting as

a hobby is multi dimensional, practical and takes up plenty of
space at hema, ar rather in the yard,

Israal, as small a country asii is, has good reason to be proud.
Wa have two Classic car museums, an active members’ clut,
seyardl sectorial clubs and 1500 individual car collectors.

Thess impressive data can be traced back to The Fiva Club,
astablishad 38 years ago by a group of classic car callsctors
[some referring ta thedr cars as "antiguas®) who wanted to get ta
kniow each ather, give and provide each other with help, advise
agch other and display their vehicles, The club was sat up by
the organization of 1sraeli drivers. The first convention was held
at the Sharon Hotel, Herzllya and from then on the club was on
its wiay, led by £ Rachnitz, who actually started it from soratch.
Until then, there had been no autamabile clubs in the couninyg.

What type of car Is considered a collectible?

IR: The Habrew tarm k= “rechev psfanui.” which means a
collector's wehicle. In israel, to gualify as a collactible, a vehicle
miust be at least 30 years ald {from the year of manufactune) and
its cwner must apply for a license deskgnating It as a collectors
wehicle. & classic can be a matorcycle, 3 sedan, a statkon
wagon, & bus, a van or plck-up whose tofal permitted weight (s

up b 12,0 kg A Classic bus may camy up 1o six passengars
only and a van ar pick-up may nof Camy cargo.

Classic wahicles are subject to several limitations: they may nat
travel betwean 7 am. and 2 a.m. on weekdays (Sunday through
Thursday that ara not holidays) and they may not be used for
businass \wark purposes by their owner, The vehicle must camy
the *hanorary” liense plats indicating It's a wintags car and

a collector's item, as is customary in the United Statas, and
importing @ passenger car with a diesel engine or a right-hand
drive | prohibited.

The Five Club s named for the *really old® automabiles with a
licensa plate number of five digits onby. According 10 the club's
Spokesperson Benni Haspel, who is a veteran wehicle collectar
and owns a beautiful Mustang, the follesing vehicles may ba
imported: Category M1 passenger cars; matoropoles; vans ar
pick-ups up to four tons; trucks up te 12 tons; busas.

is there a limitation on the number of collectible automoblies
that a persan Is permitted to import?

BH: You're allowad to Impart vehiclas so long as you do not
use them far commercial purposes. Commerncial iImporting of
collactibia vahicles is prohibited.

How was the definition of a collectible vehicle determined?
BH; In Israel, a collectible car |s defined as one that is at least
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A0 years abd, In the Uniled States i1 i less, v principbe, sach
country has its own criteria, However, when this definition was
formulated in ksrael, it was based on soms studies that arrived
at a reasonable avarage,

What is the difference betwesn an outdated, or old, vehlcle and
& collectible vehicle?

BH: An cfficially old wehicle is any wehicle — except far a tractor,
a truck-trailer or @ bus - that, at the date of renewing its license,
has reached 1% years from the date of manufacture.

What is speclal about the activity of The Flve Club?

BH: In addition to all the technical aspects and the exchange

af information about automebiles, it has mamphed into & social
clih as wall. This takes place mostly 3t our Friday gat-togathers.
The central activity Is at the Mokia Arena in Tal Ay, but evenis
are alsa held in Rehovot, Ra'anana, Lev Hamifratz (Haifal, and
near Amiad Junction in the Upper Galiles. We are in towch with
similar clubs abroad, and club members have created their own
groups according to types of wehicles. Taday, we represent lsrasl
at FivA [The Fédération Internationale des Whiculas Anciens],
the intermational federation of vintage and classic cars,

Where does your club's name come from?

BH: It comes from the fact that, at the fime it was established,
ald cars - 2% years or older - had five-diglt licensa plate
numbers,
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Haw many collectors are there In |srael and how does the Rgure
compare with the rest of the world?

BH: Compared 1o the United States wea're quite a small groug,
but compared ta Europe, we're fairy developed. it's all about
oiganization. We are very well arganized, The club presently
numbers 700 members, and | must say that the guantity
coniributes ta guality,

What Is the club's greatest accompllshment ?

BH: Helping to pass the regulation for the registration of
collectible vehicles, The club succeeded in obtaining lowear
reglstration fees for all antlgue vehicles, not anly for club
members. We fought the Minkstry of Transpert about this and
ewantwalhy won,

What makes a man want to be the owner of an antique car?
BH: First of all, probably a faeling of nostalgia, a lomging for his
own ar his parents’ past. In addition, there |s nathing Uke the
feeling you get when driving It_ people’s admiring looks_. their
reachions make it something special.

What is the profile of a typical antique car colflector? |s there
anything unique to this group?

BH: These ame people wha lpok beyond practical needs. It's
not just 3 car with which to get from paint & to point B, Thera's
tha mattar of asthetics, beauty, nostalgla, This s a closaky knit
proup. Feaple halp each other, leam from each other. In fact,
we are all big kids with a toy. This |= also a craze that demands
loads of money, effort and lnvastment, but you get a lot out of
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it, Thee entire Family takes part. Youw can't da it without Logistic
Cogpration. But you have to maintain a balance, Wi have
tavtr wepamen collectars among us, whase hushands come
alzng For the ride,

5o far, have there been any changes since the club"s
inception?

BH: The standard has gane up in mamy respects, The ability
ta import has increased, and this is refleceed in the bepes
pfwehicles being collected and their prestige, We also haee
colkectars of motarbikes, wha ane a growp in itself within the
;b

How doas the Five Club contributes to the community?
BH:The Five Club also engages in adtivities For the
community, Club miembers have adapted the schaal for
awtamabile mechanics in Zrifin, where they give lectunes,
contribute to the librarg and geneally enjoy imparting thein
love far ald vehicles ta the younger generation,

A Traveling Hunk of Steel

The anly type of old car which can be imported by an
individual is @ collectible, 1srael’s colleceors eaplain that it is
often chiaper to simply impont a vintage car, than invest in
renovating it ance it arives,

Dol Margalit, a collector of antique automobiles from
Ashkelon and a member of The Five Club, began importing
ol cars 15 vears ago: "l cumenthy own o Dodge Corenat

(195 F), which I"ve bad for & wears, and a Chewrolet Malibu
(1965) which | acquirned teo years aga, Before that | had
otharrs, bt sold them, upgraded, and that's how things keep
ralling along,”

Mangalit is a driving instuctor, "so that | spend all my time
among cars, | derive satisfaction from taking o hunk of steel
and seeing it on the road, The financial investrment requined
it significant, so | embarked an this hobby anly when | fzlt |
coubd afford it Anancialky,

There's a lab of satisfaction in this accupation, | ceme hame
fram waork every day around % pon, and at midnight | sit at the
Compuber to loek for spane paks for varkous Girs, You cin well
irmagine what happens when | find a suitable part; it's a real
jos satisfaction that's difficult b describe, e passed this
lowee g tar ey yaunger son, wha is now 28 and with whom |
share this enjoyment.”




Automobile Clubs in Israel

In additian to the Fve Clab, similar clubs in lsrael am 1 in
Ramat Ha Sharon, sectorial clubs dedicated to specifc cans like
the Wi Beetle or the Afa Boamea, and a fiew small growps, In
Ashdod there's a garage that renovates antique cars,

What began in the U5, in the "4 0s quickly spread to the

LK., wtiere it doveloped in different directions, scoonding to
manufacturars, In |srael there are derens of makes of cars, the
largest member afwhich are British-made - lef here from the
days of the British Mandate - and American made vehicles,
which enjoy the advantage of being not very sspensive by
impoat, compared to cther cars, Alse, the maintenande of cars
From the ' 50% and "60s is pretty simple,

In tenms of figures, the leading manufactuners whose cars ane
collzcted in lsraed ang Foad, Chevielet and Mercedes, But therne
are also @ gaod number of Aston Marting and Rolls Royoes,

A Moment of History

In the years 1958 0 1981 thiee types of passeng el wehicles
viore manufactured in lsraek: Rom Carmel, Susita and Sabea, The
design was by a Brtish caompamy and was specifcalhy adapted
For lsrael, Later on, an extensive industry of tuck and bus
manufacture develeped in Isiael,

The Museum at Tefen

The callection of autamabiles at Tefen ndustrial Park (parnt of
a museumn that also includes art and heritage] consists of 46
wehicles of madels manufaciured from the beginning of the
20th century until today, IEis o privacts collection belonging to
industrialist Eitan Wertheimer, This rame collectian, the largest
of its kind in Israel and ane of the langest in the world, eflects
part of a warld view that illustiates o visitors the development
af industry bath in Israel and armund the world, and in the
automotive industry in particular,

The collection includes, inter alia, thiee classic cars: the 1965 Fod
Mustang, the 1557 Chevrodet, and the 19074 Af Romeo, The term
*classic caa” does not refer necessarily to an antiguee car bk rathes
1o a car of upigue design, "character® and capabilities.

What i common be all the wehicles on display af Tefen i

that they werne all actually drieen in lsrael Some of the cars
underwent bong, cormples and expensive iestoration wark, They
were first located, then puchased, picked up from the junk yard
in badd shape, with disinbegrating metal chassis, and ended up
shiny, impressive and fully functional, Heedless ta say, such
restoration wark requires tharough knoeledge of automobile
mizchanics and ntimate Familiarity with the automobile
industry, The collection includes fAmerican and European cars
from the 15305 to the 19805, In addition, on display is one
Isianli car, the 1980 Sabra by Autacars, as waell a5 Bigfoat,
individually assembled in Pardes Hanna-Karkur,

The Automobile Museum on
Kibbutz Eyal

In an old structure on Kibbutz Eyal there's a hidden treasure
- a collectlon of rare classic cars, lovingly and carefully
renavated, with emphasis on the ariginal look, Mostvehicles
im this collection are beautiful British cars from the 1%30s

and '40s, Two of the unbgue cars ame & 1946 |aguar and a
breathtaking 1%38¢ MG sports car made of wood and fabric. The
man responskble for this unlque museum, Url Sahar, has also
assembled an impressive [Frary with boaks about the cars an
display.




